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their sense of propriety and adverse to their interests. They
feel no desire to depreciate the value of their own property,

nor to demoralize their slaves by throwing among them sav-

ages and cannibals. They will look, as heretofore, to the

redundant slave population of the more Northern of their

associated sister States of the South for such additions to

tlieir negroes as their wants may require.

Tlie state of opinion and of conduct in the non-slaveholding

States, finds no justification or apology in any general or

special direction of federal legislation to their injury. On
the contrary, such legislation has been greatly to their ad-

vantage and prosperity. The benefits that have been confer- •

red upon them in the shape of tariif laws, navigation laws,

fishing bounties, land laws, and internal improvement laws,

have Deen important aids to their material prosperity—

a

prosperity which is in fiict to a great extent the result of

burdens upon the agricultural interests of the South.

The apologists of the present state of public mind at

tlie North sometimes maintain that it finds paliation, at

least, in the repeal of the act of 1820, known as the Missouri

Compromise
; which, in other words, is a complaint that tlie

North can no longer keep in force a law which the Supreme
Court of the United States have declared to be unconstitu-

tional. But the well-remembered history of recent events

teaches us, that it was the South who but a few years since

endeavored, in a spirit of concession, to extend the line of

thirty-six degrees thirty minutes to the Pacific Ocean, and

the North who refused the offer.

The sectional strife has now been conducted with increas-

ing rancor for more than twenty years, until every question

of govei'nment furnishes a theme for its discussion. The \

'mils of Congress have ceased to be places for statesmen, and /

liave degenerated into arenas for strife. Our people havey

grown tired of the controversy and can see no good in pro-

h.nging the quarrel, and no way to end it in the Union.

Submission would but invite new and greater aggressions.


